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CITY  OF  ROCHESTER 


Report  as  to  U r ban  District 

Saye  House 

2  Castle  Hill 

Rochester 

May  2nd,  1932 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

iENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  as  to  the  Sanitai-y  Condition  of  your 
listrict  for  the  year  1931. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  the  form  and  sequence  desired  by  the  Ministry  of 
lealth  and  provides  information  on  all  matters  which  have  been  dealt  with,  or  come 
nder  observation,  during  the  year. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

*  S.  PRITCHETT,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P.H.  (Eng.  Conj.) 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

THOMAS  TOPPING,  C.R.S.I.,  C.M.I.,  C.L.S.I.B.,  Medallist  Final  Honours  Hygiene 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

*  E.  W.  BARTON,  C.R.S.I.,  C.M.l. 

*  A.  H.  W.  CHAPMAN,  C.S.I.E.B.,  C.M.l. 

Veterinary  Inspector  (part  time) 

ELMER  EBBETTS,  M.R.C.Y.S. 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  H.  G.  TOD 

§  F  t  IT  J  ||  *  Miss  C.  J.  GEE LE HER 

Clerk 

Miss  W.  JONES 

*  Indicates  officials  to  whose  salaries  contributions  are  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  Grants, 
t  Also  District  Nursing  Certificate. 

Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

J  Four  years  General  Training,  S.R.N. 

If  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  Certificate  for  Health  Visitors. 

„  „  ,,  „  ,,  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Infectious  Diseases  Certificate. 

3  Hygiene  Diploma  and  Tropical  Nursing. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

AREA  (IN  ACRES),  LAND  AND  INLAND  WATER  ' .  a, 9 

CENSUS  1931  ESTIMATED(Middle  of  1931)  k.«- 

POPULATION  .  31196  .  30, 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (end  of  1931)  ACCORDING  TO  RATE  BOOKS  7,8 

RATEABLE  VALUE  .  £180,7 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A  PENNY  RATE  .  £7 

The  figure  for  the  population  (.TO, 200)  is  arrived  at  after  the  deduction  of  no 
civilians  estimated  at  700. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  prosperity  of  Rochester,  as  heretofore,  depends  mostly  on  its  River  Traci 
on  the  Cement  Industry,  on  Agriculture  (in  connection  with  which  there  is 
Cattle  Market),  on  Engineering  Works,  and  on  the  proximity  of  the  Royal  Dockya: 
at  Chatham.  Many  visitors  are  attracted  to  the  City  by  its  Historical  Building 
including  the  Castle,  the  Cathedral  and  the  Guildhall,  and  also  by  its  numero 
Dickensian  associations. 

In  June  a  Pageant  was  held  in  the  Castle  grounds  and  was  a  conspicuous  succes 
attracting  many  visitors  from  most  parts  of  England  and  from  America. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  occupational  influence  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitant 

The  population  is  both  Residential  and  Working  Class,  the  latter  greatly  pr 
dominating. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS  <  LEGITIMATE 

TOTAL 

411 

M. 

217 

F. 

194 

X 

BIRTH  RATE  ll.t 

(  ILLEGITIMATE 

12 

4 

8 

) 

('  LEGITIMATE 

10 

6 

4 

RATE  per  1000  TOD 

STILL  BIRTHS  ) 

(.  ILLEGITIMATE 

3 

2 

1 

| 

(Live  &  Still- Births 
BIRTHS  29.8 

DEATHS 

389 

186 

203 

DEATH  RATE  15 

DEATHS  FROM  DISEASES  AND  ACCIDENTS  OF  PREGNANCY  f  FROM  SEPSIS 
AND  CHILDBIRTH.  £  OTHER  CAUSES 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 

ALL  INFANTS  PER  1000  LIVE  BIRTHS 

LEGITIMATE  INFANTS  PER  1000  LEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  ...  EH 

ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  PER  1000  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  (ALL  AGES) . 

WHOOPING  COUGH  (ALL  AGES) 

DIARRHOEA  (UNDER  TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE)  .. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  cau:, 
during  the  year. 

The  Registrar-General’s  Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  appears  at  the  end  of  the  Report  on  Page  3 

The  following  Table  shews  a  comparison  between  the  “  Rates”  in  this  Disfcrii1 
and  those  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1931. 

Rate  per  1000  Deaths  under  1  ye: 


of  the  Population 

per  1000  Live 

England  and  Wales 

Live  Births 

15.8 

Deaths 

12.3 

Births 

66 

107  County  Boroughs 
including  London 

and  Great  Towns 

16.0 

12.3 

71 

159  Smaller  Towns. 
20,000  to  50,000 

Populations  from 

15.6 

11.3 

62 

London 

...  ,,, 

15.0 

12.4 

65 

Rochester 

14.0 

12.8 

35.4 
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For  Birtli  Rate  +  For  Death  Rate 


COMMENTS  ON  TABLE  I. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General,  the  population  of  the  District  in  the  mid 
of  11)31  was  30,200,  exclusive  of  non-civilians.  It  was  31,196  at  the  census,  includ 
non-civilians,  who  were  estimated  then  to  number  700  The  population  thus  appe 
to  he  slightly  declining. 

THE  BIRTH  RATE 

The  Birth  Rite  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  was  14.0,  which  is  1.1  kn 
than  in  1930,  and  indeed  the  lowest  recorded,  and  is  1.6  lower  than  that  of  the  3 
“  Smaller  Towns  ”  for  1931.  Whether  this  is  to  be  condemned  as  a  bad  thing 
commended  as  a  good  one  is  a  matter  for  argument.  One  good  effect  it  certainly  d 
have,  and  that  is  to  keep  down  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  as  is  shewn  in  the  paragrt 
below'. 

THE  DEATH  RATE 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  was  12. 8.  This  was  2.3  higher  tl 
in  1930.  but  is  lower  than  in  1929.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  for  the  159  “  Sma 
Towns’"  was  11.3. 

THE  INFANT  DEATH  RATE 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  was  35.4,  by  far  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  It  was  1 
lower  than  in  1930.  The  average  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  51.4.  Once  ag 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  Rochester  has  no  formal  Maternity  Centre  but  that 
energies  *>f  the  Health  Visitors  are  devoted  to  visiting  the  mothers  and  babies  in  tl 
homes,  with  the  results  that  are  apparent,  although  as  pointed  out  above,  some  j 
of  the  credit  must  be  attributed  to  the  falling  Birth  Rate. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

A  list  of  these  is  given  on  page  3. 

2.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

a.  GENERAL 


The  arrangements  for  tins  were  set  forth  in  the  Report  for  1928  and  li 
undergone  no  change. 


h. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


No  nursing  is  provided  by  the  Health  Authority. 


3  MIDWIVES 


These  are  entirely  controlled  by  the  County  Council.  There  are  six  practif 
in  the  Area. 


4.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

CHEMICAL 

So  far  as  regards  Food  and  Drugs,  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  City  Anal 
mid  the  results  for  the  year  appear  on  page  IS. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory 
Maidstone.  In  addition,  a  (Quarterly  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis  of 
Strood  Water  is  made  by  Dr.  Spitta,  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  London. 

The  various  results  appear  in  other  parts  of  the  Report. 

5.  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

There  lias  been  no  addition  to  the  list  printed  in  the  Report  for  1930. 
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6.  HOSPITALS 

A.  FEVKR 

St.  William’s  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  tlie  District,  and  serving  Rochester, 
atliam  and  Gillingham,  provides  about  100  beds  and  admits  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
jhtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis.  The  accommodation  has 
tin  proved  amply  sufficient  throughout  the  year.  This  Hospital  is  controlled  by 
s  Rochester  and  Chatham  Joint  Hospital  Board.  Gillingham  patients  are  admitted 
ler  agreement,  by  payment  of  fees,  and  at  present  this  Borough  has  no  voice  in  the 
itrol  of  the  Hospital.  A  scheme  is  under  consideration  by  which  Gillingham  may 
ne  in  as  a  Joint  Authority  with  Rochester  and  Chatham. 


B.  SMALL  POX 

There  is  a  Hospital  of  24  beds,  capable  of  extension,  in  (he  District,  for  the  joint 
of  Rochester  and  Chatham.  Gillingham  makes  its  own  provision  for  Small  Pox. 
is  Hospital  is  also  controlled  by  the  Rochester  and  Chatham  Joint  Board. 

C.  OTHER 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  New  Road,  Rochester 
This  Voluntary  General  Hospital  serves  a  very  large  area  and  a  population  of 
ir  2C0,000.  Its  beds,  numbering  126,  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 


Medical  ...  67 

Orthopaedic  ...  4 

ias  the  following  Special  Departments  : — 
Massage  Orthopaedic 

Remedial  Exercises  Pathological 

Ophthalmic  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Genito-Urinary 


Surgical  ...  77 

Ophthalmic  ...  8 

Electrical 
“X”  Ray 

Medical  Diseases  of  Children 


The  accommodation  is  insufficient  for  the  large  Area  served,  and  at  the  present 
le  an  appeal  is  being  made  for  £80,000,  to  enable  the  Hospital  to  carry  on  its  woik 
a  complete  and  efficient  manner.  Up  to  now  £52,000  has  been  raised. 

There  are  no  other  Hospitals  in  the  District,  either  Public  or  Voluntary. 

The  following  information  is  supplementary  to  the  above  : — 

a.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council,  and  suitable 
ies  from  this  District  are  admitted  to  tlieir  Sanatoria  as  occasion  demands.  There 
10  Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis  situated  in  the  District. 

b.  MEDWAY  INSTITUTION,  CHATHAM 
This  Institution,  which  serves  part  of  the  City  of  Rochester,  has  the  following 
tuber  of  beds  :  Tuberculosis  38,  Children  (including  8  Maternity  Cots)  24,  Maternity 
General  409.  Total  479. 

c.  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTION,  STROOD 
This  Institution  serves  a  large  District :  there  are  126  beds,  4  of  which  are  for 
.ternity  cases  and  8  for  Tuberculosis  patients. 


7.  MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  two  of  these  in  the  District.  They  ai'e  required  to  observe  the  Bye- 
ws  and  to  keep  accurate  records  of  their  patients.  They  are  visited  from  time  to  time 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  at  regular  intervals  by  Health  Visitors.  There 
ve  been  no  applications  for  registration  during  the  year  or  any  orders  cancelling 
[istration. 
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8.  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND 

HOMELESS  CHILDREN 

Tli ore  fs  no  Institutional  provision  for  any  of  these  except  such  as  is  afforded 
the  Public  Assistance  Authorities. 

9.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  is  uo  change  in  these. 

10.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

There  is  no  change  in  these. 

C.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  special  arrangement-,  have  been  made  for  the  investigation  of  maternal  dea 
and  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia,  other  than  that  all  the  doc 
practising  in  t lie  District  have  been  advised  that  in  such  cases  any  information  t 
can  give,  will  be  sought  by  the  Medical  Otlieer  of  Health,  in  confidence,  and  he  ' 
prepare  a  report  on  each  case. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Some  visiting  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  by  the  He? 
Visitors  takes  place,  and  an  account  of  these  visits  appears  in  the  Health  Visit 
Annual  Report  on  page  2S. 

The  proposal  to  appoint  a  part-time  additional  Health  Visitor  to  help  in  this  \v 
has  been,  chiefly  on  economic  grounds,  abandoned  for  the  present. 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1908 

A  proper  register  is  kept  of  Infants  who  are  received  for  reward  and  period 
visits  are  made  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

The  Water  Supply  of  Rochester  is  in  two  portions,  one  for  each  side  of  the  Ri\ 
On  the  North  side  the  supply  is  from  a  shallow  well  in  the  chalk  and  is  the  propt 
of  the  Corporation.  The  water  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  qnality  anc 
subjected  to  a  monthly  Bacteriological  Analysis  by  the  County  Council’s  Bacteriolog 
and  to  a  quarterly  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis  by  Dr.  Spitta,  St.  Georj 
Hospital,  London.  The  crude  water  is  treated  by  “  Cliloros  ”  and  subsequent  tiltrat 
through  charcoal  and  sand.  The  result  is  a  water  nearly  sterile  and  in  which 
Bacillus  Coli  is  never  found. 

This  water,  before  treatment,  is  liable  to  a  varying  degree  of  invasion  cf  mic 
organisms,  but  the  Bacillus  Coli  is  not  found  in  large  numbers,  while  the  Chemi 
Analysis  rarely  gives  evidence  of  any  considerable  contamination. 

The  water  on  the  South  side  of  the  River  is  from  the  wells  of  the  Chatham  a 
District  Water  Company.  These  wells  are  in  the  chalk  and  greensand.  Frequi 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses  are  made  with  unvarying  satisfactory  resul 
The  pumping  station  at  Nashenden  and  the  new  Reservoir,  near  the  Borstal  Institutii 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report,  are  approaching  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  will 
in  operation  before  the  end  of  the  year.  When  this  is  so,  the  water  supply  for  t 
higher  parts  of  Rochester,  South  of  the  River,  will  be  greatly  improved. 

The  supplies  in  both  instances  are  constant  and  sufficient. 

RAINFALL 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year,  registered  at  Strood  Waterworks,  was  22.01  inches, 
compared  with  2G.38  inches  in  1930,  21.03  inches  in  1929,  27.29  inches  in  1928  ai 
31.84  inches  in  1927. 

The  average  of  the  proceeding  10  years  is  24.6. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  only  River  in  the  District  is  the  River  Medway,  which  is  tidal,  and  this  is 
subject  to  pollution  from  the  drainage  of  some  houses  and  of  other  premises  which 
mostly  the  property  of  the  Government.  This  pollution,  however,  is  rapidly 
inishing  as  connection  with  the  system  of  Main  Drainage  proceeds.  A  further 
■ce  of  pollution,  which  is  not  likely  to  grow  less,  arises  from  the  shipping,  both 
niralty  and  Merchant,  which  is  constantly  using  the  River. 

There  are  no  streams  in  the  Area. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  was  considerable  progress  in  connecting  house  drainage  to  the  new  sewer 
system  during  the  past  year,  a  total  of  4,107  premises  now  being  on  the  sewers. 
5  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  3700  still  to  be  so  connected. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

M  ith  the  exception  of  about  30,  all  the  houses  in  the  City  are  provided  with 
;r  closets.  During  the  past  year  24  privies  were  converted  into  water  closets  with 
nage  connections  to  the  sewers,  and  preliminary  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
version  of  another  25  in  the  ensuing  year. 

SCAVENGING 

The  removal  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department, 
there  s  no  material  change  in  the  methods  described  in  the  Report  for  1929. 

The  domestic  methods  of  storing  refuse  continue  to  be  very  primitive,  and  although 
ntion  is  called  to  this,  year  by  year,  in  these  Reports,  no  improvement  is  made. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

I  beg  to  submit  my  24th  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Cityr. 

11,454  Inspections  and  Visits  were  made  in  the  execution  of  various  duties 
he  course  of  the  year,  and  these  are  classified  in  the  summary  at  the  conclusion 

his  Report. 


HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS 

122  houses  were  formally  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1925  and  1930,  as 

>ws  : — 


Albert  Place  ...  6 

Albion  Place  ...  8 

Benster’s  Court,  King  Street  4 
Blue  Boar  Lane  ...  1 

Burritt  Street  ...  6 

Cazeneuve  Street  ...  1 

Clark’s  Yard,  North  Street  5 
Church  Path  ...  9 

Cossack  Street  ...  1 

Dunnings  Lane  ...  3 

Edward  Street  ...  23 

Five  Bells  Lane  ...  2 

Free  School  Lane  ...  4 


Gun  Lane  ...  4 

High  Street,  Rochester  1 
High  Street,  Strood  2 

King  Street  ...  1 

London  Road  ...  3 

Martin  Road  ...  3 

Miles  Place  ...  3 

North  Street  ...  7 

Prentice  Street  ...  17 

Pump  Yard  ...  3 

Strood  Square  ...  3 

Windmill  Street  ...  2 


Total  122 
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The  properties  in  North  Street,  Prentice  Street,  Edward  Street,  Church  Pa 
Pump  Yard  and  Strood  Square  were  part  of  an  area  which  it  was  intended  to  consii 
with  the  view  of  the  possibility  of  Improvement  Area  action  under  the  Housing  _\ 
and  inspection  of  all  the  properties  in  the  said  area  was  not  complete  by  the  end 
the  year. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  respecting  the  following  twenty  houses,  Nos.  1  ti 
Ruby  Cottages,  Corporation  Street  (inspected  1930),  Nos.  6,  7,  S  and  9,  Benste 
Court,  Ring  Street,  Nos.  1,  3  and  5,  Miles  Place,  Nos.  15  and  15a,  Five  Bells  La 
Nos.  36  and  3S,  High  Street,  Strood,  and  Nos.  32,  34  and  36,  London  Hoad. 

Undertakings  to  close  rooms  for  human  habitation  were  made  by  owners  in  t 
cases,  56,  High  Street,  (1  room),  No.  27,  Cazeneuve  Street,  (2  rooms). 

One  bouse,  No.  1,  Mill  Cottages.  Windmill  Street,  was  voluntarily  closed  by  1 
owner  after  informal  notice  of  its  condition  had  been  given  to  him,  and  the  adjoini 
house  will  be  closed  for  a  similar  reason  as  soon  as  the  tenant  can  find  new  accomn 
elation. 

13  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  viz.,  No.  228,  High  Street,  Nos.  1 
and  3,  Eagle  Court,  Nos.  8,  9  and  10,  Garden  Row,  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  Strood  Squa 
(all  of  which  were  under  Demolition  Orders  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925),  a 
Nos.  36  and  38,  Strood  High  Street  by  Orders  made  under  the  1930  Act. 

17  other  houses  which  were  under  Demolition  Orders  were  still  occupied  at  t 
end  of  the  year.  The  difficulty  tenants  in  condemned  houses  have  in  securing  otl 
accommodation,  appears  to  grow  no  less,  and  but  for  the  action  of  the  Housi 
Committee  in  giving  special  consideration  to  such  tenants,  progress  in  the  matter 
demolition  of  unfit  property  would  be  much  slower  than  it  has  been.  Neverthele 
the  difficulty  mentioned  restricts  to  some  appi-eciable  extent  the  number  of  Demoliti 
Orders  that  can  be  made  annually  with  the  hope  that  they  can  be  given  effect  with 
reasonable  time. 

During  the  past  30  years  about  250  old  cottages  have  been  pulled  down  in  t 
City  by  Health  Department  action.  Many  of  these  were  in  back  courts  and  alle 
which  are  now  non-existent,  and  the  disappearance  of  such  insanitary  and  bad 
situated  properties  has  probably  played  a  considerable  part  in  the  general  impro\ 
ment  of  the  health  statistics  of  the  City. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

Din  ing  the  past  year  3726  insanitary  conditions  or  defects  were  remedied  und 
the  direct  ion  and  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors.  2329  of  these  we 
in  connection  with  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  and  included  the  complete  re-draina 
of  559  houses  direct  to  the  seweis.  Supervision  of  work  in  progress  in  connecti 
therewith  necessitated  6078  visits  and  the  application  of  2627  water  tests  and  o 
smoke  tests,  ft  is  therefore  evident  that,  although  a  special  assistant  appointed  to  t 
Drainage  Office  was  engaged  on  similar  work,  a  great  deal  of  Inspectors’  time  had  st 
to  be  devoted  to  the  work  caused  by  sewer  connections.  As  also  in  the  previous  ty 
years,  1  personally  settled  schemes  of  drainage  for  practically  all  the  large  number 
drainage  plans  prepared  in  the  Drainage  Office,  and  in  all  cases  where  there  we 
special  difficulties  in  deciding  on  house  drainage  schemes  or  in  carrying  outre-draina; 
work,  I  visited  the  properties  concerned  and  made  the  necessary  decisions.  Tl 
information  is  included  in  the  Report  to  make  it  clear  that  the  sanitary  work  general 
is  being  carried  on  under  the  handicap  of  exceptional  demands  on  time  by  drainaj 
improvements.  In  spite  of  this,  349  other  properties  were  dealt  with  for  nuisances' 
general  defects,  and  the  remedy  of  1445  such  conditions  was  secured.  Full  details 
the  whole  of  the  improvements  effected  are  given  in  the  summary  which  follows: — j 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  FITTINGS 


Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  559 

Houses  partly  re-drained  ...  ...  30 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  11 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ...  10S 

New  ventilated  soilpipes  fixed  ...  ...  19 

New  ventsliafts  fixed  ...  ...  251 

Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  24 

New  W.C.  apartments  built  ...  ...  2S 

W.C.'s  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps  ...  528 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  82 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  78 

Urinals  constructed  or  improved  ...  13 

Dangerous  cesspools  filled  in  11 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  138 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed  ...  ...  437 

New  lavatoi'y  basins  fixed  ...  ...  12 

Water  Tests  applied  ...  2627 

Smoke  Tests  applied  ...  346 


MISCELLANEOUS 


No.  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  13 

Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ...  26 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  26 

Cluttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  36 

Rain  Water  pipes  disconnected  from  drain  ...  3 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  54 

Yai’ds  re -paved  ...  ...  ...  38 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  63 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  66 

Defective  windows  impaired  ...  ...  72 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  120 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  38 

Defective  brickwork  repaired  and 

brickwork  re-pointed  ...  ...  102 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  130 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  101 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  102 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect)  ...  2 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  6 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  11 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  32 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  295 


Total  3726 
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VERMINOUS  DWELLINGS 

42  houses  ami  a  total  of  102  rooms  were  fumigated  or  sprayed  with  the  object 
destruction  of  bugs.  This  was  a  considerable  increase  on  what  was  done  in  this  resp 
4 he  previous  year,  and  the  increase  was  largely  due  to  the  necessity  for  treating  cert 
Council  houses.  Unless  special  preventive  measures  are  taken  it  is  almost  cert 
that  tenants  from  old  condemned  dwellings  or  from  other  infested  houses  will  contii 
to  convey  vermin  to  new  property.  Finance,  as  well  as  health  considerations,  sho 
make  tin's  matter  of  special  interest  to  property  owners. 

CESSPOOL  AND  PRIVY  EMPTYING 

<>211  loids  of  sewage  were  pumped  from  cesspools  during  the  year,  as  compai 
with  8,002  loads  in  1930.  Since  main  drainage  work  was  commenced,  the  total  1 
dropped  from  10,551  loads  per  annum  to  the  figure  above  given,  and  undoubtedly  v 
continue  to  show  a  progressive  decline  unless  there  is  an  exceptionally  big  demand 
sewer  connections  within  a  short  time.  The  reduction  in  loads  removed  becai 
cesspools  were  full  has  been  very  much  greater  than  the  above  figures  indicate, 
great  deal  of  the  work  done  was  merely  cleaning  out  cesspools  which  were  not  full,  1 
which  were  being  put  out  of  use  because  the  properties  were  being  connected  to  1 
sewer,  and  until  the  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  at  the  end  of  the  y 
are  made  to  discharge  into  the  sewerage  system,  the  necessity  for  such  work  v 
continue.  The  expenditure  on  cesspool  emptying  has  been  reduced  in  much  grea 
proportion  than  the  number  of  loads,  as,  instead  of  four  tractors  being  in  use,  ’ 
main  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  using  one  tiuctor  daily;  occasionally  two  tract 
had  to  be  put  in  use.  This  has  been  possible  by  discharging  into  the  sewers 
sewage  pumped  from  cesspools. 

Sludging  out  cesspools  and  privy  emptying  resulted  in  1,066  loads  being  remot 
by  the  night  gang,  which  shows  a  slight  reduction  on  the  figure  1,169  for  the  previi 
year.  During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  arrange  for  one  gangoi 
to  do  all  the  night  work,  and  for  the  ensuing  year  this  will  mean  a  saving  of  half  1 
previous  cost  of  this  expensive  work. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

1428  visits  were  made  to  various  premises  associated  with  the  sale  or  product! 
of  food.  As  usual,  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  such  visits  was  to  slaugh 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  examining  carcases,  etc.,  at  times  of  slaughter.  This  wc 
continued  to  demand  much  duty  in  the  evenings  and  frequently  on  Sundays,  as  well 
within  ordinary  office  hours.  To  meat  inspection  generally,  the  fullest  possi 
attention  was  given,  but  it  must  be  stated  that  the  dislocation  of  routine  procedi 
caused  by  drainage  work  and  Housing  Act  inspections  prevented  the  regular  visits 
certain  butchers’  shops  that  are  desirable.  There  are  a  number  of  shops  which  obti 
their  supplies  from  slaughter  houses  outside  the  City',  and  although  some  of  this  mi 
is  inspected  before  it  arrives  here,  some  is  not.  That  is  not  a  reflection  on  otl 
officers  responsible  for  meat  inspection  elsewhere,  as  it  should  be  explained  that  t! 
number  and  widely  scattered  positions  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  some  distri 
makes  complete  meat  inspection  impossible. 

The  live  slaughter  houses  in  the  City  continue  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory  conditii 
although  in  two  of  the  old  1  Registered  ”  premises  certain  repairs  had  to  be  request 
during  the  past  year.  Generally  speaking,  however,  the  reverse  was  the  conditi 
to  that  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1904,  when  the  following  comuu 
was  made  :  — 

A  few  are  certainly  in  better  repair  and  kept  cleaner  than  was  formerly  t 
case,  but  others  take  not  the  slightest  notice  of  advice  given  them  as  to  cleanliness  a 
generally  good  sanitary  condition,  and  unless  an  improvement  is  presently  manifesto 
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rill  be  necessary  to  proceed  to  more  stringent  measures  than  have  up  to  now  been 
pted.  Most  of  the  slaughter  houses  of  the  district  are  entirely  unfit,  from  either 
lation  or  structure,  or  both,  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  put.” 

The  butchers’  shops  in  Rochester  as  a  whole  also  compare  well  with  the  best  kept 
my  part  of  the  country,  and  in  the  matter  of  glass  protected  fronts  there  is  not 
without  such  provision.  Most  have  fixed  plate  glass  windows,  and  a  few  have 
zed  shutters  which  are  always  kept  in  position  when  there  is  meat  in  the  shop. 
>m  a  health  point  of  view  this  is  a  distinct  contrast  to  the  old  practice  of  hanging 
it  in  open-fronted  shops  or  actually  on  the  shop  front,  to  be  exposed  to  all  the 
luting  street  dust  blown  by  winds  or  thrown  up  by  passing  vehicles. 

Reports  on  other  food  premises  periodically  inspected  and  the  results  attained,  have 
n  supplied  for  inclusion  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  references  to  this  subject  on  page 
and  the  following  is  a  list  of  food  condemned  during  the  past  year  :  — 


4  carcases,  etc.,  of  cows 
3  forequarters  of  cows 

2  carcases,  etc.,  of  heifers 
1  carcase,  etc.,  of  a  steer 
1  forequarter  of  a  steer 
1  carcase,  etc.,  of  a  calf 
1  forequarter  of  veal 

25  carcases,  etc.,  of  pigs 

5  carcases  of  sheep 

26  ox  heads  and  tongues 
25  ox  livers 


3  ox  hearts 

1  calf’s  head  and  tongue 

3  calves’  plucks 

5  calves’  livers 

42  pigs’  heads  and  tongues 
94  pigs’  livers 

6  pigs’  plucks 

4  pigs'  kidneys 

4  pigs’  intestines 
36  sheep  livers 
21  lbs.  of  fillet  of  beef 
80  lbs.  of  beef 
2-61bs.  tins  of  corned  beef 
86  rabbits 
y  cwt.  mixed  fish 
56  lbs.  of  cod  and  haddock  fillets 
1  bushel  of  apples 


(Tuberculosis) 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

(Bone  Fractures  and  Mutilation) 

(Unsound) 

(11  Tuberculosis,  1  Uraemia,  1  Poison,  1  Fever 
and  Dropsy,  5  Swine  Fever,  6  Putrefaction) 
(4  Emaciation  and  Dropsy,  1  Putrefaction) 
(23  Tuberculosis, 2  Actinomycosis,  1  Melanosis) 
(9  Tuberculosis,  4  Abscess,  9  Flukes, 

1  Melanosis,  1  Cavernous  Angioma,  1  Fatty 

Infiltration) 

(2  Tuberculosis,  1  Melanosis) 

(Tuberculosis) 

do. 

(4  Abscess,  1  Cirrhosis) 

(Tuberculosis) 

(85  Cirrhosis,  3  Tuberculosis,  5  Necrosis, 

1  Abscess) 

(4  Putrefaction,  2  Congestion) 

(Cysts) 

(Echinorhynclius  Gigas) 

(Flukes) 

(Moulds) 


In  no  case  was  police  court  proceedings  necessary,  but  in  that  of  the  bushel  of 
les,  which  were  seized  from  a  hawker’s  barrow,  a  formal  caution  Avas  given. 


DISINFECTION 

165  oorns  Avero  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease, 
these  23  Avere  after  remoAral  or  death  of  cases  of  Phthisis. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  OFFICE  WORK 


Inspections  : — 


Office  W'Orl 


Primary  inspection  of  premises  ...  938 

House  to  house  inspections  ...  ...  122 

Caravans  inspected  "...  ...  89 

Re- inspections  after  service  of  notices  ...  1385 

Drainage  surveys  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  (3078 
Visits  to  factories  and  workshops  ...  118 

„  bakehouses  ...  ...  16 

,,  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  1097 

„  other  premises  for  food  inspection  102 

„  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  174 

,,  offensive  trades  ...  ...  39 

,,  stables  and  mews  ...  ...  102 

Visits  for  food  sampling  and  testing  ...  82 

,,  re  infectious  disease  ...  ...  170 

Visits  to  common  lodging  houses  ...  25 

„  for  water  sampling  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  908 

11,454 

Letters  received  and  dealt  with  ...  S22 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  192 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  827 

Intimation  notices  served  ...  ...  897 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease  136 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TOPPING, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

It  lias  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  action  in  this  matter. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  0 

REGULATIONS 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  18  bakehouses  in  the  District  and  these  were  subjected  to  perioc 
inspection  during  the  year.  Considerable  structural  improvements  were  effected 
one  of  t lie  largest  bakehouses  in  the  City,  and  generally  the  conditions  maintained 
them  all  showed  due  regard  for  care  and  cleanliness.  One  old  bakehouse  in  unsat 
factory  str  uctural  condition  is  still  awaiting  decision  as  to  the  form  of  improvement 
1)0  effected. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Homework.  Wearing  Apparel — Lists  received,  9.  Outworkers,  Workmen,  15 
W  orkshops  on  Register  at  end  of  year: — 

Workshops,  89.  Domestic  Workshops,  32.  Bakehouses,  18. 

Matters  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector,  2.  Remedied,  2. 
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Premises  i  Inspections  Written  Notices  Occupiers  prosecuted 
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LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City,  one  of  which,  for  women  or 
■was  newly  registered  during  the  past  year.  Both  are  kept  in  satisfactory  conditi 
Draft  new  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  common  lodging  houses  were  submitted 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES— FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 
There  are  16  fried  fish  shops,  two  of  which  were  established  during  the  past  yc 
Both  were  equipped  with  "model”  frying  apparatus  and  in  each  instance  a  separ 
external  brick  structure  was  erected  for  fish  cleaning  and  preparation.  All 
businesses  were  conducted  with  due  regard  to  the  bye-laws,  excepting  in  two  instan 
when  requests  had  to  be  made  for  greater  care  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SHOPS 
These  are  referred  to  on  page  IS,  under  the  heading  of  '  Inspection  and  Sup 

vision  of  Food.” 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  five  in  the  City.  Three  are  registered  and  two  licensed. 

Details  as  to  inspections  and  action  with  regard  to  unsound  meat  appear  in 
statement  of  tho  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SCHOOLS 

The  gradual  improvement  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  Schools  has  beei 
feature  of  the  past  few  years.  During  the  past  year  the  greater  part  of  the  drain 
system  of  Station  Road  Schools  was  relaid  and  the  foul  water  drains  were  connec 
to  the  new  sewerage  system.  All  the  Council  Schools  and  four  Non-provided  Scht 
are  now  fitted  with  pedestal  W.C.'s  in  place  of  the  trough  closets  which  forme 
existed  and  it  is  desirable  that  similar  improvements  should  be  made  at  the  remain 
five  Non-provided  Schools. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Journal  "  Better  Healtli  ”  continues  to  be  regularly  distributed.  2,000  coj 
are  issued  each  month  at  a  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £13  per  annum.  It  is  estima 
that  every  house  in  the  District  gets  three  copies  a  year  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Journal  is  much  appreciated  and  does  good  work  in  educating  the  people  in  Hea 
matters. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  AND  192S 
No  action  lias  been  necessary  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(/<)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  24 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ... 

{i)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  U 

NOTE. — (1  includes  houses  dealt  with  for  defective  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  only. 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES 

iber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  798 


E. — includes  houses  dealt  with  for  defective  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  on'y 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 

(1)  No.of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  20 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  2 


Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 


which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  -were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  d  welling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  11 

During  the  past  year  30  new  Council  houses  were  completed  and  82  others  were 
/  by  private  enterprise.  The  Council  also  have  in  course  of  erection  92  houses  on 
lemple  Farm  Estate.  There  is  still  a  very  considerable  shortage  of  small  dwellings, 
evidenced  by  the  extent  of  sub-letting  and  overcrowding,  and  as  yet  there  are  no 
>  of  private  building  of  houses  suitable  for  rental  to  that  section  of  the  population 
;  in  need  of  new  accommodation. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A.  MILK  SUPPLIES 

There  are  seven  registered  cowsheds  and  16  dairies  in  the  City.  One  cowkee 
gave  up  business  during  the  year.  Six  dairymen  with  premises  outside  the  City 
registered  as  milk  retailers  within  the  area.  In  addition  there  are  50  persi 
registered  for  the  sale  of  milk  in  sealed  bottles  only,  in  nearly  all  cases  this 
sterilised  milk.  At  two  of  the  largest  dairies  in  the  City,  all  milk  is  pasteurised, 
premises  in  each  case  also  being  equipped  with  efficient  bottle-washing  and  stea 
sterilising  appliances.  Of  the  other  14  dairies,  10  have  steam-sterilising  cabinets 
treatment  of  receptacles  and  utensils,  and  of  all  the  dairymen  inside  the  City  Ai 
it  may  be  said  that  there  has  been  commendable  effort  during  the  past  few  years 
bring  their  premises  into  keeping  with  the  fact  that  cleanliness  and  care  in  da 
business  is  a  valuable  asset  to  public  health.  During  the  past  year,  one  dairy  a 
equipped  with  new  and  improved  bottle-washing  plant  and  extension  of  cold  stora 
and  another  was  fitted  with  a  new  boiler  and  steam-sterilising  plant.  There  are  mi 
factors  affecting  the  general  safety  of  milk  as  a  food,  but  credit  must  be  given  to 
Rochester  dairymen  wlto  have  incurred  considerable  capital  expenditure  in  their  effc 
to  provide  a  pure  safe  supply.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the  improvements  they  h; 
effected  have  played  some  part  in  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality  in  the  City. 


B.  MEAT 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  continue  to  be  properly  observed. 
Details  are  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  pages  12  and  13 


C.  OTHER  FOODS 

n.  Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

b.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Premises. 

c.  Condemnation  for  Tuberculosis. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  on  pages 
and  Iff. 


D.  FOOD  POISONING 

One  mild  case  arose  during  the  year  and  was  attributed  to  sausages  which  w 
suspected  of  some  degree  of  decomposition.  No  legal  action  was  necessary. 


E.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  TO  1927 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Preservatives,  Etc.,  in  Food)  REGULATIONS 
Chemical  Analyses  of  Food  are  made  by  the  City  Analyst,  whose  Laboratory  i: 
Canterbury. 

The  following  samples  were  analysed  under  the  above  Acts: — 


Article 

Number 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Milk 

41 

38 

•3 

Cream 

4 

4 

0 

Butter 

5 

5 

0 

Lard 

5 

a 

0 

Coffee 

ft 

5 

0 

Jam 

5 

2 

3 

Sausages 

6 

•j 

4 

Preserving  Powder 

2 

0 

2 

73 

01 

12 

The  figures  given  for  adulteration  require  some  qualification  and  explauati 
'One  milk  sample  certified  to  be  8.6  per  cent  deficient  in  fat  was  froni^  a  sup 
originating  from  a  Government  institution  at  which  cows  were  kept,  and  appea 
the  cow  ”  tests  revealed  that  two  cows  were  giving  milk  with  a  fat  content  considers 
below  the  recognised  minimum  standard.  Only  surplus  milk  was  disposed  of,  f 
action  was  taken  to  ensure  that  surplus  sold  was  from  animals  giving  milk  of  standi 
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ity.  In  another  case  where  the  deficiency  of  fat  was  certified  to  be  8%,  the  cow- 
>er  had  only  two  cows,  and  a  mixed  sample  taken  at  the  time  of  milking  revealed 
ficiency  of  2%  of  fat.  As  previously  the  milk  from  each  cow  had  gone  into 
rate  small  hand  cans,  there  was  reason  for  believing  that  the  first  sample  was  of 
:  as  produced.  This  cowkeeper’s  premises  are  outside  the  City  and  he  was  asked 
take  efforts  to  improve  the  <iuality  of  the  milk,  which  apparently  he  did,  as  proved 
ater  tests.  In  a  third  case,  certified  to  be  6%  deficient  in  fat,  a  sample  of  milk 
taken  later  at  the  cowshed  at  time  of  production  and  proved  to  be  7%  deficient  in 
is  compared  with  the  minimum  standard.  As  the  cowshed  in  this  case  was  in  the 
,  representation  was  made  to  the  cowkeeper  and  Gerber  tests  were  made  until  it 
proved  that  he  had  got  the  milk  supply  up  to  the  minimum  standard. 

The  jam  samples  were  informally  taken,  and  the  three  returned  as  adulterated 
)  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  contain  respectively  88,  98  and  1  GO  parts  of 
hur  dioxide  per  million,  whereas  the  permissible  limit  is  40  parts.  The  analyst 
id  in  his  report  that  "  there  is  some  evidence  that  if  Black  Currant  Jam  is  made 
i  imported  fruit,  which  is  allowed  to  contain  as  much  as  1500  parts  per  million  of 
hur  dioxide,  it  is  difficult  to  reduce  this  figure  to  the  40  parts  per  million  by 
ng  in  the  usual  way.” 

Of  the  four  samples  of  sausages  found  to  contain  boric  acid,  one  was  informal, 
retailers  of  the  other  three  samples  (taken  at  different  shops  owned  by  the  same 
),  were  prosecuted  and  fined  10/ -  and  19/-  costs  in  each  case.  The  two  samples 
rcservative  powder  were  taken  at  the  premises  where  the  sausages  were  sold,  and 
ained  71.3%  of  boric  acid.  No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  them  as 
container  in  which  the  powder  had  been  received  from  the  wholesaler  was  marked 
•  ships  stores  and  export  only.” 

F.  NUTRITION  (Dissemination  of  Knowledge). 

The  Journal  “  Better  Health,”  before  referred  to,  is  the  means  of  giving  the 
)lc  much  information  on  the  above  subject. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 
All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  Bacteriological  Work  done  during  the  year. 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

14 

85 

99 

Sputum  for  Tubercle 
Typhoid  and  Para- 

27 

95 

122 

typhoid  Fever 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

42 

182 

224 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  of  rooms  and  their  contents  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formaldehyde 
igation,  after  which  the  fi’ee  use  of  soap  and  water,  and  of  fresh  air,  are  enjoined. 
Occasionally,  soft  articles  are  steam  disinfected  at  St.  William’s  Hospital. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  Disinfestation  of  persons 
spt  such  as  arise  amongst  School  Children,  and  which  are  described  in  the  School 
ical  Officer’s  Report.  Disinfestation  of  houses  is  inferred  to  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
lector’s  Report  on  page  12. 
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TABLE  it.  NOTIFIABLE  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1931 
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■VALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  IN  1831 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Notifications — 81.  Removed  to  Hospital — 74.  Deaths — 0. 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  78.6. 

The  type  of  disease  has  again  been  mostly  very  mild  and  the  stay  in  Hospital  is 
lly  not  more  than  four  weeks  except  in  complicated  cases. 

There  were  two  undoubted  Return”  cases, 

The  ‘  Dick”  test  of  susceptibility  has  not  been  used. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Notifications — 32.  Removed  to  Hospital — 29.  Deaths — 1* 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  62.8. 

The  Schick  ”  test  was  not  used,  nor  were  any  measures  of  artificial  immunisation, 
"e  was  no  Return  ”  case. 

99  examinations  of  swabs,  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  were  made  during  the 
,  with  14  positive  and  85  negative  results. 

1  Anti-Diphtlieritic  Serum  is  issued  free  of  cost  and  is  available  day  and  night. 
During  the  year  there  were  four  applications  for  this  Serum  and  70,000  units 
issued  at  a  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £3-13-7.  In  1930  the  cost  was  £8-10-10, 
•29,  £10-9-8,  and  in  192S,  £43-6-7. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

I  One  case  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever  was  notified.  This  case  was  removed  to  Hospital 
l  made  a  good  recovery. 

I  The  “Widal”  test  was  made  in  three  cases,  one  of  which  was  positive  and  two 

H  dive. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

9  No  case  was  notified. 

PUERPERAL  SEPTIC/EMI  A 

No  case  was  notified.  There  was  however,  one  death  which  took  place  in  a 
j  ion  Hospital. 

PNEUMONIA  (All  Forms) 

|  Twelve  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  17  deaths. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Four  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS 

One  case  was  notified  and  there  was  no  death. 


POLIOENCEPHALITIS 

One  case  was  notified.  This  was  in  a  child  of  under  one  year  of  age  and  resulted 

il  eath. 

SMALL  POX 

No  case  occurred  during  1931.  No  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  has  been  under- 
tl  in  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  except  such  as  arises  at  the  Venereal 

eases  Clinic.  _ _ 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  case  was  notified. 
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CANCER 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  male  and  ferns 
together  with  the  incidence  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  jrear  by  year,  for  the  1 
ten  years :  . 

Rate  of  incidence  pe 


Tear 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1000  of  the  populate 

1931 

21 

25 

40 

1-5 

1930 

27 

17 

44 

1*3 

1929 

22 

22 

44 

13 

1928 

19 

25 

44 

13 

1927 

27 

25 

52 

1-6 

1923 

24 

29 

53 

1-6 

1925 

19 

27 

46 

14 

1924 

20 

25 

45 

1-3 

1923 

19 

29 

48 

14 

1922 ' 

22 

23 

45 

1-4 

No  special  enquiry  has  been  made,  during  the  year,  with  regal’d  to  cancer. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Information  as  to  the  place  and  times  when  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  1 
is  freely  made  known  throughout  the  District  by  means  of  Posters,  and  by  b( 
printed  in  the  issues  of  “  Better  Health.” 

The  administration  of  the  Clinic  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council  and  ii 
conducted  locally  by  Dr.  Hamish  Nicol  at  36  New  Road,  Rochester. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  treatment  during  the  last  ten  years  so  fat 
Rochester  is  concerned  : — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Attendance' 

1931 

55 

3888 

1930 

56 

2624 

1929 

103 

1849 

1928 

50 

600 

1927 

32 

982 

1926 

61 

1830 

1925 

52 

493 

1924 

53 

642 

1923 

42 

593 

1922 

37 

455 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  new  cases  remains  about  constant  and 
in  the  past  two  years  the  number  of  attendances  has  increased  in  a  high  degree.  ' 
number  of  attendances  for  1931  (3888)  includes  not  only  those  made  by  the  55 
patients,  but  also  those  made  by  all  patients  whose  names  were  on  the  books 
January  1st,  1931. 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Non -Notifiable  Diseases  year  by  yeat  since  19: 
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INFLUENZA 

19  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause.  There  were  only  six  in  1930,  and  it  is  this  discrepancy 
which  goes  far  to  explain  the  higher  Death  Rate  for  1931. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 

SCHOOL  INTIMATIONS 

Every  Head  Teacher  is  supplied  with  a  book  of  forms  for  the  purpose  of  sendi 
in  a  daily  statement  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  children  absent  from  School 
reason  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Disease.  In  this  way  the  department  is  inform 
to  some  extent  as  to  the  prevalence  of  these  Diseases.  These  returns  are  now  bei 
made  more  regularly  than  was  formerly  the  case. 

HATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 
Total  number  of  rats  destroyed  during  1931,  5725.  Total  number  of  poison  baits  lo 
9386.  The  average  number  of  rats  destroyed  each  year  in  the  preceding  five  years 
5023.2.  One  hundred  and  five  applications  were  made  by  citizens  for  the  services  of 
Rat-catcher.  The  number  in  1930  was  71. 

By  far  the  greatest  number  of  rats  killed  were  at  the  Corporation  Refuse  Du 
in  Cuxton  Road,  where,  in  spite  of  the  continuous  efforts  of  the  Rat  Catcher,  la 
numbers  of  rats  are  constantly  bred. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1931 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1931 
TABLE  IV. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmoi 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

10 

15 

3 

1 

1 

.  20 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

25 

9 

3 

2 

3 

35 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

45 

1 

1 

2 

1 

55 

i 

1 

65  &  upwards 

Totals 

21 

10 

2 

o 

mi 

10 

*9 

t  o 

*  The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  this  is  7. 

t  The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  this  is  1. 
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The  Notifications  were  divided  as  follows  : 


SOUTH 

NORTH 

Totals 

tonary  Tuberculosis 

15 

16 

31 

Pulmonary  do. 

o 

2 

4 

Totals 

17 

18 

35 

No  death  was  recorded  which  had  rot  been  previously  notified. 

The  average  numbers  of  notifications  and  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  Non¬ 
onary  Tuberculosis  for  the  preceding  5  years  are  as  follows  : 


ige  for  five  years 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications  Deaths 

32.2  24.8 

31  17  (r.g.) 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications  Deaths 

14.6  2.8 

4  1  (r.g.) 


Dne  hundred  and  twenty-two  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted  during  the 
to  Bacteriological  Examination,  with  twenty-seven  positive,  and  ninety-five 

ive  results. 

The  following  information  has  been  courteously  supplied  by  Dr.  Roper,  the 
ty  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  this  District  : — 

3articulars  of  patients  from  the  Rochester  District,  dealt  with  at  the  County 
rculosis  Dispensary,  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1931. 


Number  of  New  Patients  ...  ...  95 

Total  number  of  attendances  (old  and  new)  ...  559 

Number  sent  to  Institutions  ...  ...  26 


losis — New  Patients 


Excluding  School 
Children 
24 


ulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Surgical  do.  5 

ronchitis  2 

Dtl  er  Diseases  (including 

Tonsils  &  Adenoids)  7 
Apparently  Healthy  25 

Dbservation  3 


School  Children 
(Age  5  to  14) 

1 

2 

4 

5 

15 

2 


tutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1931: — 

Lenham  Sanatorium  14,  Grosvenor  Sanatorium  4,  Keycol  Hill  Hospital  3, 
on  Hall  1,  Old  Manor  House,  Broadstairs  1,  Cranbrooke  Convalescent  Home  1, 
rorth  1,  Eversfield  Chest  Hospital  1. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925 

So  ction  under  these  regulations  was  necessary, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1925.  Section  62 

'so  action  under  this  section  was  necessary. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  as  to  Infant  Mortality  in  1931 : — 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  Year  of  age.  Rochester  Distr 

TABLE  V. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

to 

a> 

o 

£ 

z* 

|  3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and 
under  3  Months. 

3  Months  and 

under  6  Months. 

6  Months  and 

under  9  Months 

9  Months  and 

under  12  Months 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

1 

• 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

* 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

4 

1 

Nett  Births  registered  )  legitimate,  411  Nett  Deaths  registered  1  legitimate, 

during  the  calendar  year  )  illegitimate,  12  during  the  calendar  year  )  illegitimate 


Birth  Rate — 14.0  Infant  Mortality  Rate — 35.4 

NOTE. — Striking  features  of  the  above  table  are  — 

(1)  The  low  Birth  Rate. 

(2)  The  low  number  of  deaths. 

(3)  The  absence  of  any  death  from  Diarrhoea  or  Enteritis  or  of  any  illegitin 
infant. 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  each  Infant  about  six  times  in  his  first  year  of  life 
in  the  year  under  consideration  they  have  paid  3275  visits  to  children  between 
and  five  years  old,  as  appears  in  their  Report.  The  proposal  to  appoint  an  additi< 
half-time  Health  Visitor  has  been  postponed  for  the  present. 

Two  half-days  in  each  week  are  devoted  to  the  distribution  of  dried  milk  and 
account  of  this  is  presented  at  each  meeting  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wei 
Committee.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inspects  each  Mother,  Expectant  Mot 
or  Child  before  the  grant  of  milk  is  given  or  refused. 


HEALTH  VISITORS’  ANNUAL  REPORT.  1931 

During  the  year,  423  births  were  registered  in  the  District,  of  which  11  were 
itimate.  The  total  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

South 

122 

113 

235 

North 

100 

S8 

188 

222 

201 

423 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT 

During  the  year  423  births  wei’e  registered  in  the  District  and  412  were  notified 

>r  the  Act. 

Thirteen  still-births  were  notified.  The  notifications  were  made  up  as  follows  : 

Doctors  Midwives  Parents 

148  252  12 

Four  hundred  infants  were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  who  paid  a  total  of  2,411  visits, 
n  average  of  6  visits  to  each  infant. 

The  following  Table  affords  particulars  respecting  the  infants  visited  : — 

Infants  visited  during  1931  :  Total  Number,  400. 


KIND  OF  FEEDING 

Total 

Percentages 

1.  Entirely  breast-fed 

233 

58.2 

2  Hand  and  breast-fed 

27 

6.7 

3.  Entirely  hand-fed 

140 

35.0 

KIND  OF  FOOD  (when  hand  fed) — 

1.  Fresh  Cows’  Milk  and  Water 

7 

1.7 

2.  Dried  Milk 

117 

29.2 

3.  Condensed  Milk 

35 

8.7 

4.  Biscuits,  Groats,  etc. 

8 

2.0 

MODE  OF  FEEDING— 

« 

1.  Boat  Shaped  Bottle 

159 

39.7 

2.  Spoon 

8 

2.0 

CONDITION  OF  HOUSE- 

1.  Clean 

319 

79.7 

2.  Fairly  Clean 

67 

16.7 

3.  Dirty 

12 

3.0 

4.  Very  Dirty 

2 

.5 

OVERCROWDED  HOUSES 

More  than  2  persons  per  bedroom  :  Total  155.  Percentage  38.7. 

All  Infants  reckoned  breast  fed  in  the  above  Table  were  still  fed  in  the  same 
at  or  about  the  age  of  six  months. 

There  were  six  pairs  of  twins. 

Fifty-nine  cases  not  notified  under  the  Act  were  visited  and  are  included  in  the 

re  figures. 

In  two  instances  the  nurses  were  refused  admission. 

There  were  fifteen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  a  mortality" 
thousand  births  of  35.4. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  VISITS  1’AIO  DURING  1931 


Notified  Births  Visited  490 

Notified  Births  Re-visited  2011 

Notified  Still  Births  12 

Notified  Infants  Deaths  enquired  into  13 

Infant  Life  Protection — Children  visited  62 

Registered  Nursing  Homes  7 

Ante-Natal  Visits  149 

Visits  to  Children  between  1  and  5  years  3275 

Miscellaneous  and  Ineffectual  visits  845 

Visits  re  Nuisances  10 


Total  6784 

Attendances  at  Milk  Distributing  Centre  1931 
Children  under  one  year  402 

Children  over  one  year  129 

Infant  Life  Protection  12 

Ante-Natal  21 

Miscellaneous  161 

Hospital  Tickets  given  13 


REPORT  AS  TO  ST.  WILLIAM’S  HOSPITAL  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1931 

232  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  total  admissions  from  each  District  in  the  p 

six  years  : — 


Year 

Rochester 

Chatham 

Gillingham 

Neighbouring  Authorities 

1926 

103 

279 

175 

0 

1927 

78 

295  . 

139 

11 

1928 

155 

263 

246 

35 

1929 

132 

128 

202 

15 

1930 

119 

108 

84 

16 

1931 

104 

70 

54 

4 

The  average  yearly  number  for  the  ten  years  preceding  1926  was  256.8. 
The  average  yearly  number  for  the  last  six  years,  including  1931,  is  469.1. 
The  following  Table  shews  the  total  admissions  in  1931  : — 


Typhoid 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Meningitis  Toi 

Rochester 

74 

29 

1 

0  li 

Chatham 

47 

21 

2 

0 

Gillingham 

37 

17 

0 

0  ; 

Neighbouring  1 

2 

0 

1 

Authorities  / 

1 

159 

69 

3 

i  2; 
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The  case  mortality  was  as  follows : — 

In  1931  In  1930  In  1929 
let  Fever  1.2%  .8%  .8% 

itheria  2.8%  2.1%  8.6% 

loid  Fever  No  death  No  death  No  death 
bro  Spinal 

eningitis  No  death  No  case  100% 


In  1928 
.7% 
8.2% 
No  death 

No  case 


In  1927  In  1926 

.9%  1% 

5.9%  7.7% 

No  death  No  death 


No  case  No  case 


The  figures  for  1931  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  operation  of  Tracheotomy  for  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  was  performed  on 
patients,  one  of  whom  died. 


WRONG  DIAGNOSES 

7.3  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  sent  in  were  wrongly  diagnosed, 
figures  for  the  preceding  five  years  are  as  follows  : — 

30  7.3  per  cent.,  1929  4.1  per  cent.,  1928  4.5  per  cent.,  1927  5.3  per  cent. 
26  7.7  per  cent. 


ACCOMMODATION 

The  accommodation  of  the  Hospital  has  been  more  than  sufficient  during  the 
and  all  the  various  blocks  are  in  full  working  order. 

THE  STAFF 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Staff  of  Nurses  is  smaller  by  three  than  what  is 
idered  the  norma]  nnmber  and  there  is  no  Night  Superintendent  of  Nursing. 

Two  nurses  developed  Diphtheria  and  one  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year.  All 
e  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  quick  recoveries  were  made. 

There  was  no  case  of  cross-infection  amongst  the  patients. 

NUMBER  OF  DAYS  DETAINED  IN  HOSPITAL 
Averages 

Scarlet  Fever  36.7,  Diphtheria  29.0. 

Cases  considered  wrongly  diagnosed  and  cases  terminating  in  death  are  not 
ided  in  these  averages. 


VERMINOSITY 

The  following  are  the  figures  of  verminosity  for  all  Districts  and  both  sexes  : — 

SCARLET  FEVER 

1931  1930  1929  1928 

ninous  13.4  per  cent  9.4  per  cent  10.9  per  cent  7.8  per  cent 

8.5  „  11.2  „  5.9  „  12.5  ., 

n  77.8  „  79.3  „  83.1  „  79.5  „ 

DIPHTHERIA 

ninous  20.2  per  cent  17  per  cent  15.9  per  cent  22-5  per  cent  40.4percent 

15.9  „  9.5  „  11.7  „  11.6  „  IS. 3  „ 

n  63.7  „  73.4  „  72.3  „  65.7  „  41.1  „ 

These  figures,  particularly  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  continue  to  shew  considerable 
linosity  amongst  the  patients  admitted  to  Hospital. 


1927 

20  per  cent 
14.1  „ 

65.8  „ 
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TABLE  VI. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER  IN  1931 
CIVILIANS  ONLY 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes. 

186 

1 

203 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 

3 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever . 

1 

1 

4 

Whooping  cough  . 

1 

5 

Diphtheria  .  * 

1 

6 

Influenza  . 

8 

11 

7 

Encephalitis  letliargica  . 

8 

Cerebro-spiual  fever  ... 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

10 

7 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

11 

Syphilis . 

1 

1 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane, 

tabes  dorsalis 

2 

13 

Cancer,  maliguant  disease 

21 

25 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

5 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  Ac. 

4 

13 

16 

Heart  disease  ... 

38 

57 

17 

Aneurysm  ...  ... 

4 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

14 

11 

19 

Bronchitis 

12 

11 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

10 

7 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

5 

22 

Peptic  ulcer  ...  ...  . 

5 

23 

Diarrhoea.  Ac.  (under  2  vears) 

24 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc.  ... 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

4 

H 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

i 

30 

Other  puerperal  cases  . 

i 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformation,  etc. 

7 

i 

32 

Senility . 

4 

8 

33 

Suicide . 

4 

l 

34 

Other  violence . 

11 

10 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

13 

15 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  Xo.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  f  l  .  "* 

under  1  year  \  Illegitilllat  e 

11 

11 

4 

4 

(  Total  . 

221 

202 

Live  Births  <  Legitimate  . 

217 

194 

(.  Illegitimate 

4 

8 

Total 

8 

5 

Stillbirths  J  Legitimate 

6 

« 

l  Illegitimate 

2 

1 

Population  Mid-year,  193]  . 

30,200 

30 


Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority 

H  E  A LTH  D  E  PAETM ENT, 

Save  House,  Rochester. 

o  The  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  PORT  SANITARY 

AUTHORITY. 

NTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report 
to  the  Sanitary  M'ork  performed  during  the  year  1931. 

TABLE  A. 

Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the 

year  1931. 


No.  Inspected 

Number  of 

By  the 

Number 

vessels  on 

Medical 

By  the 

reported 

which 

Officer  of 

Sanitary 

to  be 

defects  were 

Number 

Tonnage 

Health 

Inspector 

defective 

remedied 

I  Steamers 

291 

197279 

45 

280 

98 

95 

1  Motor 

89 

20937 

20 

72 

10 

9 

Sailing 

20 

1222 

10 

20 

3 

3 

'  Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

total  Foreign 

400 

219438 

75 

372 

111 

107 

1  Steamers 

714 

254708 

30 

693 

205 

201 

.  .  )  Motor 

157 

15933 

18 

113 

42 

41 

astwise  <  SaiHng 

141 

11563 

8 

139 

17 

17 

(  Fisbmg 

20 

0 

2 

18 

0 

0 

otal  Coastwise 

1032 

282204 

58 

993 

264 

259 

Foreign  &  Coastwise  1432 

501642 

133 

1365 

375 

366 

nber  of  Vessels  reported  as  having,  or  having  had,  during  the  voyage,  infectious  disease  on  board— Nil 

All  Notices  were  informal 


Character  of  Trade  of  Port 

TABLE  B. 

a.  Passenger  Traffic  during  1931 :  — 

iber  of  Passengers  1st  Class  2nd  Class  3rd  Class 
Inwards  0  0  0 

Outwards  0  0  0 


Transmigrants 

4 

0 


Imber  of  Passengers  by  Steamers  running  day  trips  to  France — 1004 
b.  Cargo  traffic  : — 

Principal  Imports.  Bricks,  Timber,  Wood  Pulp,  Coal,  China  Clay,  Flour,  Stone, 
ide  Oil,  Petrol,  Fertiliser,  Tarred  Slag,  Potatoes,  Corn,  Grain,  various  Seeds  and 
(srnels  for  making  Cattle  Cake  and  Oil,  Pitch,  Plaster-stone  and  Phosphate. 

Principal  Exports.  Cement,  Cattle  Cake,  Oil  and  Paper.  Cement  is  shipped  to 
kctieally  all  parts  of  the  world,  either  direct  or  first  taken  to  London,  Southampton 
(Liverpool  for  trans-shipment. 

Countries  with  which  the  Port  Principally  Trades.  Import  Trade  is  carried 
|  with  Scandinavian,  French,  Dutch,  Belgian,  German  and  Baltic  Ports  in  Europe, 
with  American  and  W  est  African  Ports. 

31 


The  Principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  are,  the  Tyne,  T 
Sunderland,  Blytli,  Gool,  most  of  the  Scottish  Easi  Coast  Ports,  Liverpool,  Dub 
Cardiff.  Swansea,  Barry,  Harwich  and  London. 

NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS 

British  1231,  Dutch  79,  Swedish  33,  Danish  30,  Norwegian  25,  Finnish 
German  9,  Belgian  8,  Irish  2,  Esthonian  2,  Italian  1,  American  1.  Total  1435 


III.  Source  of  Water  Supply 

a.  For  the  Port.  There  .are  two  sources  of  supply.  The  South  Side  of  the  Ri 
is  supplied  by  the  Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  and  the  North  Side  by 
Strood  Water  Works,  the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  Rochester. 

h.  For  Shipping.  The  supply  is  from  the  same  sources. 

c.  Water  Boat.  One  Water  Boat  is  used  for  supplying  the  shipping,  and  this  1 
has  been  inspected  eight  times  during  the  year,  and  its  tanks  cemented  four  times 
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No  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Small  Pox  or  Typhus  Fever,  and  no  Plague  infected 
rats  were  found  in  1931. 


V.  Measures  Against  Rodents 

1.  The  steps  taken  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  in  ships  in  the  Port,  ; 
in  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  Ac.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port,  are  the  same  as  th 
described  in  the  Report  for  1929.  Flour  and  Grain  warehouses  are  given  spec 
attention.  In  addition  to  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher,  at  intervals,  the  owners 
these  warehouses  keep  down  th 3  number  of  rats  by  traps  and  cats,  the  latter  usua 
accounting  for  the  most  rats.  Traps  are  apt  to  be  neglected,  accidently  sprung  t 
not  i-e-set,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  wary  nature  of  the  rat,  renders  them  less  eftici 
than  the  cats.  The  moving  of  the  bags  at  frequent  intervals  does  much  to  prev 
large  numbers  of  rats  making  their  permanent  homes  in  the  warehouse.  In  one  wa 
house  it  was  discovered  that  a  small  reservoir  of  water,  used  ui  connection  with  so 
machinery,  was  the  rats’ source  of  drinking  water  and  the  advisability  of  poison 
this  was  considered.  Owing  to  the  possibility  of  poisoned  rats  lying  about,  con  tare 
ating  the  Hour,  nothing  further  was  done  with  regard  to  poison. 

2.  No  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  mts  from  ship  to  sin 
except  where  circumstances  point  to  the  presence  of  plague-infected  rats  to  be  suspec 

3.  Methods  of  deratization  used  :  — 

As  previously  reported,  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher. 

4.  The  measures  taken  for  detecting  rat  prevalence  both  on  ships  and  on  sh 
were  described  in  the  Report  for  1929. 

5.  Rat-proofing.  There  is  little  done  in  this  matter,  either  aboard  or  ash< 

Where  ships  have  rat-proofing  in  a  state  of  disrepair,  this  is  treated  as  a  del 

in  the  ordinary  way. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1931 

TABLE  E. 

1.  On  \  essels.  About  30  rats  were  killed  by  traps,  cats  and  cargo  worb 
There  was  no  suspicion  of  Plague. 

TABLE  F. 

2.  In  Docks,  Quays  and  Warehouses. 

During  the  year  1,200  rats  were  killed  by  trapping  and  cats,  by  the  own 
of  the  principal  warehouses.  This  does  not  include  1248  rate  killed  by  the  Rat  Cate 
in  riverside  building  and  other  premises. 

Persons  in  charge  of  warehouses  are  made  aware  of  the  importance  of  report 
the  finding  of  dead  rats,  either  black  or  brown. 

No  rats  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 

TABLE  G. 

Particulars  of  Plague  “infected”  or  “suspected”  Vessels  arriving  in  the  P 
during  1931  are  given  under  “  General  Sanitary  Work  of  the  Port.” 

TABLE  H. 

Vessels  (other  than  those  included  in  Table  G.)  submitted  to  measures  of 
destruction  during  1931  : — 

No  certificates  were  issued. 

TABLE  I. 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  this  Table. 
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Hygiene  of  Crew  Space 

TABLE  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances: _ 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel 

No.  Inspected 
during 
1931 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
Defects  through 
Wear  and  Tear 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  Health 

British 

1164 

10 

98 

331 

her  Nations 

201 

2 

23 

123 

Barges 

750 

2 

16 

32 

TE. — This  Table  represents  vessels  “  Inspected  ”  and  the  figures  1164  and  201 
olumn  1,  will  equal  the  total  number  inspected  in  Table  A,  column  4. 

Barges  are  not  included  in  Table  A. 


.  Food  Inspection 

1.  Cargoes  of  Flour,  Wheat,  Potatoes,  Meal,  Oats,  Linseed,  Malt,  Sugar, 
ley.  Sprats  and  Maize  to  the  number  of  102,  and  Winkles,  Mussels  and  Clams 
he  extent  of  42  bushels  were  examined. 

2.  Shell  Fish.  See  remarks  under  “General  Sanitary  Work.” 

3.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  submit  any  article  of  food  for  either 
mical  or  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Other  Information 


REPORT  AS  TO  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1931 

ne  and  Address  of  Inspector — H.  Evans,  61  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 
Remuneration  ...  £4  per  annum. 


nbei 


of  boats  detained  during  the  year, 
new  boats  registered 

boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alteration 
,,  for  other  reasons  ... 

boats  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1931 
,,  inspected 

„  with  one  or  more  infringements 
infringements  remedied  ... 
women  on  boats  inspected 
children  under  5  years 
boats  on  Register 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS 

sters  without  Certificates 
its  not  properly  marked 
fins  not  in  cleanly  condition 
ective  bulkheads 
*ky  decks  causing  wet  cabins 
apidated  cabins 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

26 

18 

10 

1 

0 

10 

6‘r 

4 
3 

1 

3 

5 


Five  boats  were  struck  off  the  register  owing  to  their  dilapidated  condition, 
are  now  used  as  lighters.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  met  with,  nor  wa 
necessary  to  take  legal  steps  in  respect  of  any  infringements. 


2.  GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT 

a.  The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one  Senior  Sanitary  Inspo 
and  one  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  latter  being  fully  qualified. 

b.  A  Motor  Launch  is  provided. 

c.  The  pore  has  no  special  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  verminous  persi 
but  in  cases  of  need,  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Medway  Infirmary  would 
available. 

d.  There  is  no  arrangement  for  the  receipt  of  wireless  messages  relating  to 
health  of  the  crews  of  incoming  vessels,  nor  does  such  an  arrangement  seem  to 
necessary  at  present. 

e.  In  addition  to  the  Cargo  Traffic  of  the  Port,  there  are  seven  large  Day-t 
Passenger  Steamers,  five  operating  between  the  Kentish  and  Essex  seaside  resorts : 
Rochester,  and  two  between  Rochester  and  France.  They  are  laid  up  during 
winter  months.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  fumigate  any  of  these  vessels  during 
year.  Vermin  is  discouraged  by  the  use  of  vermin  destroyer. 

f.  As  the  Port  Sanitary  District  embraces  many  creeks  which  extend  far  inland  i 
can  only  be  reached  by  launch  at  high  tide,  these  have  to  be  approached  by  bus 
cycle. 

g.  There  are  a  few  small  vessels  on  the  River  used  as  permanent  dwellings  and  t 
are  visited  from  time  to  time. 

li.  Information  was  received  fi-om  Rouen,  France,  where  a  case  of  Plague  had  b< 
discovered  in  the  Port,  that  a  vessel  was  bound  to  Rochester  from  that  Port.  1 
her  arrival  here,  the  vessel  was  immediately  visited  and  examined.  She  was  fount 
be  free  from  any  suspicion  of  Plague,  no  rats  were  discovered  on  board,  eit 
dead  or  alive,  and  no  action  was  deemed  necessary  during  her  stay  in  this  Port. 

i.  No  shell-fish,  grown  in  the  River,  came  under  suspicion  during  the  year,  as 
their  suitability  and  safety  for  human  consumption. 


3.  CASES  OF  SICKNESS 

Sixty  cases  of  sickness  were  treated  by  private  doctors.  All  of  these  cases  wt 
non-infectious  and  there  was  no  death. 

One  case  of  Appendicitis  was  removed  to  hospital. 


4.  GENERAL 

Otterham  Quay,  Halstow  and  Whitewall  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  off 
no  matter  for  comment. 

Riverside  Factories  and  Wharves  have  been  periodically  visited  and  the  Po 
Regulations  duly  posted. 

Fifteen  dead  dogs  found  on  the  foreshore  or  afloat  were  disinfected  and  buried. 
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5.  COMPLETE  LIST  OF  VESSELS  INSPECTED  IN  1931 


Ships...  ...  ...  ...  1365 

Barges  ...  ...  ...  750 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  26 

Lighters  .  .  ...  ...  50 

Water  Boat  ...  ...  ...  1 


2192 


wing  are 

the  figures  for 

the  preceding  ten  years  : — 

1930 

2245 

1925 

1753 

1929 

2209 

1924 

1830 

1928 

2180 

1923 

1931 

1927 

2194 

1922 

2018 

1926 

2075 

1921 

1867 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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